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		Can You Reconstruct Event Histories From Retrospective Data Collection  In 1837 William Farr wrote,  Is your study to be retrospective or prospective  If the former, the replies will be general, vague, and I fear of little value  (cited in Lilienfeld & Lilienfeld, 1980) His words remain true today Whenever possible, researchers should collect data prospectively But in the study of infrequent events depression onset, initiation into opiate drug use, child maltreatment prospective data collection may be infeasible Many researchers therefore opt for a different approach: Interview people and ask,  Has the event ever occurred   and if so,  When did it  rst occur   Retrospective data collection has been used successfully by researchers studying the age at  rst use of many different addictive substances and remains a fruitful strategy for research (see, eg, Adler & Kandel, 1983).
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Researchers contemplating a retrospective data collection effort should be forewarned, however, that their data will be imperfect Although rare events (eg, suicide attempts or hospitalization) may be remembered inde nitely and highly salient events (eg, initial use of drugs or  rst symptoms of an illness) may be remembered for two or three years, habitual events (eg, ongoing symptoms and substance use) are too embedded in an individual s life to be remembered precisely (Bradburn, 1983; Sudman & Bradburn, 1982) The longer the time period is, the greater the error (And, as noted earlier, if the target event can lead to death, the collection of retrospective data from a cohort ensures that sampling will be biased by the omission of those who have already succumbed.
Advances in Theory and Method In this period, from 1960 to 1985, we see signs of maturity in the  eld of developmental psychology Instead of theories suggesting that development is either exclusively internally driven or entirely environmental in origin, the theories in this period included elements of both In addition, under the guidance of Bronfenbrenner (1979), a commitment to contextualism was evident Lerner (1986), a major proponent of this viewpoint, de nes this position as follows:Acontextual model assumes that there is constant change at all levels of analysis and that each level is embedded within all othersThus, changes in one promote changes in all Central to the position is the interaction between the organism and its context (Sameroff, 1975) Ethology, ecological systems theory, and socio-cultural theory are examples of the contextual model Explanatory processes, too, were multifaceted in this period and included cognitive, social interactional, and affective processes.
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) Three errors are common in retrospective data collection: (a) memory failures, in which respondents forget events entirely; (b) telescoping, in which events are remembered as.
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