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		The use of the graded approach introduces additional complexities to the interpretation of the results, and a simpler (although less informative) alternative is to dichotomize the graded items in some fashion In order for the results to be meaningful, the same dichotomizing strategy should be employed for all items on the scale (eg, responses above vs below the midpoint of the scale) Also, the dichotomy must be drawn based upon the raw responses rather than on any distributional properties of the items, such as a median split The latter approach would arti cially force all items to appear as if they had similar item dif culties and would seriously distort the estimation of the item parameters..
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		Dr. E is treating a Roman Catholic priest for depression. Dr. E is Jewish and knows very little about the Roman Catholic Church. Some aspects of the Church seem odd to Dr. E and very difficult to understand (e.g., vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience). Dr. E is unfamiliar with Church hierarchy and does not understand some of the issues the patient is interested in discussing. Dr. E made it clear to the patient that she was Jewish and that she was unfamiliar with many of the issues involved with being a Roman Catholic priest. The patient decided that he did not want to be treated by a Catholic because he wanted an  unbiased and fresh perspective.  Dr. E decided to treat the patient but without consultation from someone who might provide appropriate professional guidance.
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