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		Now that you know where to find the objects in ADO.NET, you can begin by taking a look at some of the more common tasks available from this technology. As you see in the next chapter, the Visual Studio .NET IDE provides a number of tools to automate a large number of data access tasks, such as adding ADO.NET connections to your project. Although using these tools might be the quickest and easiest way to perform some of the more basic data access tasks, this section demonstrates how to perform these tasks without the use of these tools. Understanding data providers Before you get into how to manipulate and change data through a DataSet object, you should focus on the objects that make up a data provider. The majority of the samples provided in this chapter make use of the SQL Server provider (System.Data.SqlClient). Although some of the examples demonstrate using other providers, it is important to realize that all the providers implement the same functionality and base set of objects. Because each data provider targets a different type of data connection, each implements its own set of objects that expose a standard interface. Also, it is important to note that each provider provides a separate set of objects, each having a unique name. What this means is that the SQL provider implements a set of objects with names preceded by a SQL prefix, and the OleDB provider implements a similar set of objects exposing the same interfaces, but with names preceded by an OleDB prefix. These sets of objects are also located within unique namespaces. Thus, when you wish to target a SQL server database, you can use the SQL provider located in the System.Data.SqlClient namespace and containing objects such as SqlCommand and SqlConnection. When
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		In order to maximize valuable space on the monitor, many SolidWorks users strive to minimize the number of toolbar icons on the screen, or confine them to two rows of toolbars. You can do this by using the CommandManager, flyout toolbars, the  S  toolbar, right-click toolbars, and hotkeys, and removing unused icons, as well as the other techniques discussed here. Having an uncluttered workspace is definitely a plus, but having easy access to commands is the real purpose of an interface in the first place. You need to strike a balance between too much and not enough. The more kinds of work you do in SolidWorks, the more tools you will need to have available. If you only create relatively simple machined parts and drawings, you will need fewer tools available than someone who creates complex plastic part assemblies with rendering and animation.
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